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a Mithubai Petit, the Naoroji Sisters, of a Banker, a Jamnalal,
a Rajagopalachari, an Abbas Tyebji, a Venkatappayya,
a Pattabhi, a Gangadharrao, a Vallabhbhai, a Lakshmidas,
a Rajendraprasad, a Jairamdas, a Mahadev, a Kripalani,
a Satish Chandra Dasgupta, a Suresh Bancrji, aye a
Jawaharlal, and a host of others, lawyers, doctors, 'mer-
chants and laymen too numerous to mention though known
to fame, will die after the death of one man. It will be
a tragic miracle, if all these men and women find the mor-
ning after my death that Khadi was a 'huge blunder5.
And the pity of it all is that Joseph does not suggest
an alternative. Not even if every educated Indian was
dressed in khaki and knew how to shoot straight, would the
problem of the growing poverty and the forced partial un-
employment of millions of the peasantry be solved without
a special programme devised for the purpose. For better
or worse Khadi is that programme till a better is evolved.
Young India, 19-12-1929
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DIFFICULTY OF PRACTICE
The reader should read Rev. B. de Ligt's letter printed
elsewhere (Appendix). I welcome the letter as of a fellow-
seeker in the field of Ahimsa. It is entitled to respectful
consideration. And such friendly discussion leads to a
clearer conception of the possibilities and limitations of
non-violence.
In spite of the greatest effort to be detached, no man
can altogether undo the effect of his environment or of his
upbringing. Non-violence of two persons occupying different
positions will not outwardly take the same shape. Thus
the non-violence of a child towards his father would take
the shape of conscious and voluntary submission to his
violence when he loses his temper. But if the child has
lost his temper, the father's submission to the child's violence
would be meaningless. The father would take the child
to his bosom and instantaneously sterilize the child's violence.

